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He followed in his father's footsteps, but his gait was somewhat erratic.

 - Bentley, Nicolas

 

For a mother the project of raising a boy is the most fulfilling project she can hope for. She

can watch him, as a child, play the games she was not allowed to play; she can invest in

him her ideas, aspirations, ambitions, and values -- or whatever she has left of them; she

can watch her son, who came from her flesh and whose life was sustained by her work

and devotion, embody her in the world. So while the project of raising a boy is fraught with

ambivalence and leads inevitably to bitterness, it is the only project that allows a woman

to be -- to be through her son, to live through her son.

 - Dworkin, Andrea

 

If a man has been his mother's undisputed darling he retains throughout life the

triumphant feeling, the confidence in success, which not seldom brings actual success

along with it.

 - Freud, Sigmund

 

He didn't come out of my belly, but my God, I've made his bones, because I've attended

to every meal, and how he sleeps, and the fact that he swims like a fish because I took

him to the ocean. I'm so proud of all those things. But he is my biggest pride.

 - Lennon, John
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How we dwelt in two worlds the daughters and the mothers in the kingdom of the sons.

 - Rich, Adrienne

 

You don't raise heroes, you raise sons. And if you treat them like sons, they'll turn out to

be heroes, even if it's just in your own eyes.

 - Schirra Sr., Walter

 

In the middle classes the gifted son of a family is always the poorest -- usually a writer or

artist with no sense for speculation -- and in a family of peasants, where the average

comfort is just over penury, the gifted son sinks also, and is soon a tramp on the roadside.

 - Synge, J. M.
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