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Football is a game of errors. The team that makes the fewest errors in a game usually

wins.

 - Brown, Paul

 

People stress the violence. That's the smallest part of it. Football is brutal only from a

distance. In the middle of it there's a calm, a tranquility. The players accept pain. There's a

sense of order even at the end of a running play with bodies strewn everywhere. When

the systems interlock, there's a satisfaction to the game that can't be duplicated. There's a

harmony.

 - Delillo, Don

 

Pro football is like nuclear warfare. There are no winners, only survivors.

 - Gifford, Frank

 

A school without football is in danger of deteriorating into a medieval study hall.

 - Lombardi, Vince

 

Every time a football player goes to ply his trade he's got to play from the ground up --

from the soles of his feet right up to his head. Every inch of him has to play. Some guys

play with their heads. That's OK You've got to be smart to be number one in any business.
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But more importantly, you've got to play with your heart, with every fiber of your body. If

you're lucky enough to find a guy with a lot of head and a lot of heart, he's never going to

come off the field second.

 - Lombardi, Vince

 

Football is like life -- it requires perseverance, self-denial, hard work, sacrifice, dedication

and respect for authority.

 - Lombardi, Vince

 

Some people try to find things in this game that don't exist but football is only two

things-blocking and tackling.

 - Lombardi, Vince

 

Conventional wisdom notwithstanding, there is no reason either in football or in poetry

why the two should not meet in a man's life if he has the weight and cares about the

words.

 - Macleish, Archibald

 

When you win nothing hurts.

 - Namath, Joe

 

Let's win one for the Gipper.

 - Rockne, Knute
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No star playing, just football.

 - Rockne, Knute

 

Sure, luck means a lot in football. Not having a good quarterback is bad luck.

 - Shula, Don

 

NFL owners should quit worrying about silly things like players celebrating in the end

zone. They should give them something to really celebrate. Get rid of the artificial

surfaces.

 - Simpson, O. J.

 

There is a progression of understanding vis-?-vis pro football that varies drastically with

the factor of distance -- physical, emotional, intellectual and every other way. Which is

exactly the way it should be, in the eyes of the amazingly small number of people who

own and control the game, because it is this finely managed distance factor that accounts

for the high-profit mystique that blew the sacred institution of baseball off its national

pastime pedestal in less than fifteen years.

 - Thompson, Hunter S.

 

Football combines the two worst features of American life. It is violence punctuated by

committee meetings.

 - Will, George F.
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