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It takes a lot of imagination to be a good photographer. You need less imagination to be a

painter, because you can invent things. But in photography everything is so ordinary; it

takes a lot of looking before you learn to see the ordinary.

 - Bailey, David

 

It is not merely the likeness which is precious... but the association and the sense of

nearness involved in the thing... the fact of the very shadow of the person lying there fixed

forever! It is the very sanctification of portraits I think -- and it is not at all monstrous in me

to say that I would rather have such a memorial of one I dearly loved, than the noblest

Artist's work ever produced.

 - Browning, Elizabeth Barrett

 

Blessed be the inventor of photography! I set him above even the inventor of chloroform!

It has given more positive pleasure to poor suffering humanity than anything else that has

cast up in my time or is like to -- this art by which even the poor can possess themselves

of tolerable likenesses of their absent dear ones. And mustn't it be acting favorably on the

morality of the country?

 - Carlyle, Jane Welsh

 

A hundredth of a second here, a hundredth of a second there -- even if you put them end

to end, they still only add up to one, two, perhaps three seconds, snatched from eternity.
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 - Doisneau, Robert

 

The camera is an instrument that teaches people how to see without a camera.

 - Lange, Dorothea

 

Any one who knows what the worth of family affection is among the lower classes, and

who has seen the array of little portraits stuck over a laborer's fireplace will perhaps feel

with me that in counteracting the tendencies, social and industrial, which every day are

sapping the healthier family affections, the sixpenny photograph is doing more for the

poor than all the philanthropists in the world.

 - Magazine, Macmillan
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